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Release of Mini World Youth Day Official Theme Song

“The Mighty One” 
Song Title: “The Mighty One” 
Composed by: Justin Nanak and Thandeka Dube-Ndhlovu 
Lead artists: Justin Nanak and Thandeka Dube-Ndhlovu 
Featured artists: Durban Gospel Choir
Produced and arranged by: Karen Van Pletsen (For Raise Your Voice)
Published by: Raise Your Voice and Sheer Records 
Recorded at: Sonic Studios Durban 
ISRC#: ZAOT91600005
A Raise Your Voice Records release 

Music Production Credits: 
Composers: Justin Nanak and Thandeka Dube-Ndhlovu 
Lead artists: Justin Nanak and Thandeka Dube-Ndhlovu 
Featured artists: Durban Gospel Choir
Producer and Arranger: Karen Van Pletsen (For Raise Your Voice) 
Studio engineer: Collin Peddie (Sonic Studios ) 
Mix and Master: Collin Peddie ( Sonic Studios ) 
Guitar: Khethelo Zungu 
Bass: Ricky Kroutz 
Drums: Jude Kenrick 
Electric: Ethan Naidoo 
Keys: Karen Van Pletsen 
Cello: Nina Sudgen Watson

About the Production team: 
Producer: Karen Van Pletsen (for Raise Your Voice) 
Karen Van Pletsen is an artist and producer who has spent the last 20 years carving a unique place for herself in the South African Music landscape.  As creative catalyst, she has worked in almost every aspect of the industry value chain and has a diverse musical background, which informs her eclectic production style. 

As Creative Director of Raise Your Voice Productions, she is committed to creating music that unites and uplifts. In her capacity as artist and producer she has worked extensively with talent such as Zakes Bantwini ,Khaya Mtwetwa ,Mondli Ngcobo , the London Gospel Choir and many more .  A locally based creative consortium that specializes in creating artistic responses to individual, community and corporate needs. 

Making  original music remains Karen’s greatest passion and one which she gets to explore regularly with the Durban Gospel Choir  - a 20 piece vocal ensemble she producers and manages. Together they are committed to inspiring and uniting through music. Their repertoire is a diverse mix of local and internationally flavor and designed to challenge the notion of a traditional gospel choir – they want to demonstrate that they are just as comfortable singing at rock concerts as they are in cathedrals. 

2017 saw Karen and Raise Your Voice launch their recording and publishing arms through which they will continue to support , develop and create opportunities for local talent .Their most recent  #GospelMeetsGqom collaboration, KOMO (Keep On Moving On), featuring Karen, the Durban Gospel Choir and Durban Gqom pioneers, the RudeBoyz, was just released and will be followed by Justin Nanak and Thandeka Dube-Ndhlovu uplifting anthem , “The Mighty One “ .

To stay in touch with Karen Van Pletsen and Raise Your Voice , please find them on Facebook and all other social media platforms , or email Karen@raiseyourvoice.co.za . 

Lead Artists and Composers: 
Justin Nanak was born in Durban, South Africa, and was raised in the picturesque town of Port Shepstone on the KZN South Coast. He attended Port Shepstone High School where he discovered his love for the arts and an equally intriguing passion for science. This love led him to land roles in the yearly school musical productions, West Side Story, Grease and Fame, directed by the acclaimed Anita Schönauer who is responsible for discovering and encouraging Justin to develop his vocal capabilities and techniques by joining his school choir.

After matriculating from Port Shepstone High School, Justin relocated to Durban to further his education in the Sciences and graduated as an Analytical Chemist. After much discernment, Justin felt a tug at his heart and felt God calling him to work more closely within the Youth and Music Ministry. After a few dedicated years and attending a life-changing Life Teen Youth Ministry Conference, he made the brave decision to take up his call to music and ministry.

A year later, after being obedient to God’s call, he is a full time Youth and Music Minister, and Worship Leader at the Parish of The Blessed Sacrament and Star of the Sea in the Umhlanga area. He has musically directed the Empower Durban Worship Team at their yearly conferences as well as numerous Life Teen XLT nights. All this  led to the success of his self-released debut album, Your Will Be Done, in 2016, under the management of Liz Payne. The album is currently available on all online stores. 

“It has been a pleasure to work on under the guidance and creative genius of Karen Van Pletsen of Raise Your Voice.”

Social media profiles: 
Facebook: @JusNMusic
Instagram: @JusNMusic
Twitter : @JusNMusic
Website : www.jusnmusic.co.za

Thandeka Duma- Ndhlovu  is a Durban based up and coming artist, born in Mpumalanga Township and her parents are from the valley of a Thousand Hills. She comes from a musical family. Her mom is a musician so music is in her genes and she loves to sing in her spare time, whether it’s in her local church choir, St Anne’s Sodality Diocesan Choir or at functions. Even though gospel music is her first passion, she is able to cover a variety of genres. “There was always music playing at home from the time you wake, driving home from or to school with mom, cleaning the house on a Saturday, or at family functions where cousins gathered and sung in choral unison,” says Thandeka. 

The Durban Gospel Choir is a homegrown vocal ensemble whose repertoire celebrates traditional and contemporary sounds ranging from Gospel to Gqom. Formed in 2009 it consists of 20 extremely talented young vocalists who are all committed to using their voices to unite and uplift through music. During their career they have performed with a number of highly respected artists such as Zakes Bantwini ; Yvonne Chakka Chakka ; Khaya Mthetwa ; Bucie (Princess of House ) ; Mondli Ngcobo (Including featuring on his most recent hit “Inkanyezi” ) ; DJ Merlon ; Arno Carstens ; Zolani from Freshly Ground  ; Gangs of Ballet ; The London Gospel Choir and many more . 

The Durban Gospel Choir is a self-funded, job creation project committed to identifying, empowering and developing artistic voices. Based at the Denis Hurley Centre in the heart of Durban, the choir remains committed to unearthing new talent seen by past members such as Khaya Dladla ( Uzalo ) and Khanyisani Shoba ( The Lion King )  .

Some of the choir’s past performances include: The Royalty Soapie Awards; The Ethekwini Living legends Awards; Vivian Reddy’s Birthday Celebration ; The Saifta Awards ; The Opening of the World Transplant Games ; The International Union of World Architects Convention ; “Over Exposed” ; The Essence Festival and numerous corporate performances . 

The DGC love breaking boundaries and their recent collaboration with Karen Van Pletsen and the local Gqom pioneers, The RudeBoyz , called   KOMO (Keep On Moving On)  , demonstrates the power of this . They wish to challenge the perception of a traditional gospel choir, and demonstrate that they are just as comfortable singing at rock concerts as they are in cathedrals. As DGC and Raise Your Voice Creative Director Karen Van Pletsen explains, 

“ Music is a universal language, and we wish to harness the power of our voices to spread messages of hope and encouragement wishing to share these messages wherever we can .Our collaboration with the Rude Boyz is just one example of how a gospel sound can be married with other genres to create powerful, uplifting and hope filled anthems. This is the first of many.”

Stay in touch with the choir via their various social medias platforms to stay up to date with all their exciting developments. 
Facebook : @durbanGospelChoir
Twitter: @dbngospelchoir
Instagram: @dbngospelchoir

Audio links: 
“Paradise Road” (Cover) : https://soundcloud.com/raise-your-voice-sa/paradise-road
“Njangelanga” (Afro Pop Original): https://soundcloud.com/raise-your-voice-sa/njengelanga/s-fcHYT
“Redemption Song Medley “ (Cover ) : https://soundcloud.com/raise-your-voice-sa/redemption-song-medley
“Halo” by Beyonce (Cover) : https://soundcloud.com/raise-your-voice-sa/halo
“The Prayer” (Cover): https://soundcloud.com/raise-your-voice-sa/6-the-prayer/s-e9Hmr
“KOMO” (Keep On Moving On) (Gospel Meets Gqom original): https://soundcloud.com/raise-your-voice-sa/komo-keep-on-moving-on-single/s-JptoZ
God Bless Africa (Original): https://soundcloud.com/karenvp/god-bless-africa-1

Music Video Credits: 
Producer: Raise Your Voice Productions 
Direction: Karen Van Pletsen 
Director of Photography: Jimmy Reynolds 
Assistant to DOP : Gabriel Attwood and Siyanda Makhatii
Edit: Mark Edwards ( aka Ghostbreath  )
Logo Animation: Mark Edwards 
Stills Photography: Lwandile Ngubentombi 
Makeup Artist: Faheema Moosa

Production Assistants:
Tess Nanak
Sharlene Naidoo
Ronelle Bianca Govender
Barbara Koorbanally 
Nikita Da Rocha 

Catering:
Angie Nanak
Marissa Morgan
Dulce Teixiera (Joita's Umhlanga)
Barbara Koorbanally 
Ronelle Bianca Govender



Music video features:  
The Archbishop of Durban, Cardinal Wilfrid Napier OFM

Solo Dancers:
Indian: Andrea Govender
Ballet: Katherine Anderson

Community Groups: Contemporary: 
Saint Franceis Xavier Parish
Kendall King (Leader)
Sasha Lee King,
Rache' Paul,
Kaylee Pottier,
Erin Johnson

St Joseph Parish :
Lezariah Blignaut (Leader ) 
Ayabonga Ndimande
Cay-den Naidoo  
Collins Ojini
Dylan Dlamini
Danae Anthony  
Dominique Pather
Erin George
Kally Webster
Luyanda Hlongwane
Nicole Callaghan
Nonjabulo Mqadi
Sarah Ahmed

From Blessed Sacrament and Star of The Sea (Hip Hop ) :
Carina Teixiera (Leader ) 
Zahra Atkinson
Tyra Nackan
Nana Mkhwanazi
Carina Teixeira

Extra Flag people:
Khethelo Zungu
Teah Raman
Kirstin Raman
Stephanie Govender
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